


What the session will cover:

• What is Accelerated Reader?

• Why do we use it? Impact.

• New platform and user area.

• How the pupils’ progress in reading is shown.

• How you can support them and track their progress.

• Some useful top tips.



 An online reading program linked to our school library that monitors reading practice 
and progress (individually and group based) across Years 5-8.

 It helps teachers guide children to books that are at their individual reading levels.

 Children take short quizzes after reading a book to check if they’ve understood it.  This 
can be done at home and at school with their username and password.

 We have a unique school website address for AR, which is below https://global-
zone61.renaissancego.com/welcomeportal/2249950

Accelerated Reader  by 

Quick link- school website 
and click on Accelerated 
Reader.  Always takes you to 
the right page.

Please, don’t use the web link in the planner as this was done prior to the unique school 
website changing!

https://global-zone61.renaissance-go.com/welcomeportal/2249950


Why have we used Accelerated 
Reader for the past nine years?

 Improved reading ages at individual and class level.

 Motivates all pupils, particularly boys, to read more often and encourage reading for pleasure.

 League tables and striving to become a word millionaire adds to the competitive edge, which 
supports pupils to engage with the program. 

 AR quizzes have helped staff/pupils massively, as well as parents, to ascertain how well your child 
has understood a particular book.

 Parental feedback has been very positive over the years since its introduction.  Some have said that 
AR had completely turned their child’s reading in a positive way.

 Parents can see the progress of their child’s reading- success in quizzes and when they are taking 
them with their own login (access details to follow).

 More recently, the opportunity to do non-fiction based reading with the articles has engaged pupils 
a lot more.



Using the link from the school website or typing 
the full web address, leads you here…………….



Once you log in, this is a typical page of information you would see…

Click this
Link to set up your 
email updates as a 
parent

School use 
only in 
blue/yellow

This is where 
they click to 
quiz

A complete 
guide to all the 
quizzes taken.  
Click on them 
for more 
details.





This is what you see if you click on one of their quizzes in 
their record….

Quick number that they can 
type in to search for a 
specific book to quiz on (if 
the author and title is not 
working).

Their ZPD book level.  
They have a range given 
to them by their teacher 
from their star reading 
test (it will be a lower 
number to an upper 
number e.g. 4.2-6.6).



When you click on ‘progress….’





If you click here, it will bring 
up all the books read, when 
you did it and how you got 
on.





When you click 
here, it will bring 
you to this page 
overleaf…..









There will be updates 
in school and on the 
English site on the 
website for book 

ideas.

Recommended 

ReadS in KS2





FAQ
1) Why does my child have a book which seems significantly easier than ones they have been reading?

Your child is likely to have completed their star reader and it has registered them as having a ZPD range to access in the 
library.  The idea is that they start from near to the lower number in their ZPD and work their way up to the higher end and 
beyond.  If they are having success with that first book, then there is no reason why they cannot motor up to those higher 
numbers and stretch themselves. Remember, it is how they comprehend what they are reading and not the individual words 
and the ability to read them.   Their first book should be towards the bottom end of their ZPD to get starting on the program.

2) Why can’t my child do a quiz on their book?

This is likely to be because the book is not linked to an Accelerated Reader quiz.  There are many titles that are but some 
pupils will be disappointed when it is not on there.  It can be requested to AR but it is not instant!

3) What is a ZPD? How are they worked out?

The Zone of Proximal Development gives us an idea where their reading lies between two different parameters.  It is worked 
out when they do their online star reading test and the test adapts to their answers to questions.

4) Why are they not passing quizzes?

This is because pupils have either; rushed the quiz, rushed finishing the book, not finished the book or quizzed on something
they read ages ago.   Be mindful that what they are reading is not below their ZPD- this would be a backward step!

5) Can they read home books?

We allow pupils to read books from home, particularly if they have a wide range at home or they can’t find one in the library.  
If this is above their ZPD range, we encourage them to read it but would ask them to ensure it is pitched at the right level and
they can cope with it.  The proof would be in how they get on with the quiz and their success.



As a parent, how can you help?
1. Register your email for updates on their login.

2. Challenge them if no updates have been given.

3. Access their overview of reading- have a discussion about the books and what they 
enjoyed.  Discuss their scores.

4. Listen to them read (where possible)- is the book pitched at the right level for them?

5. Listen to them read (where possible)- ask some questions to test their retrieval and 
inference skills.

6. Set some challenges of pages to get to by a certain time.

7. When they log in to AR, check that they have finished the book before quizzing.  Always 
quiz within 48 hours of finishing a book.

8. Encourage them to read articles as well as books.

9. Encourage the use of quizzing at home.

10. Encourage them to use AR Book Finder.

11. Set them mini challenges of meaning tasks, new vocabulary or summarising information, 
etc.



Any further questions?


